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More international 
flights put into service
Zhu Yuting

With increasing travel de-
mand, international flights 
by various airlines are on 
offer to create more options 
and convenience for travel-
ers in Shanghai.

Shanghai-based China 
Eastern Airlines resumed 
routes from Shanghai to Jeju, 
Busan, Seoul and Nagoya in 
mid-May, offering local trav-
elers more options for travel 
to Japan and South Korea.

Additionally, China East-
ern has increased flights on 
routes such as Shanghai to 
London, Amsterdam, Mos-
cow and Jakarta.

China international Air-
lines has also increased 
flight frequencies on routes 
from Shanghai to Frankfurt, 
London and Milan.

they are among the do-
mestic airlines that have 
announced international 
and regional flight plans 
from May, following the an-
nouncement that starting 
from April 29, all visitors 
traveling to China no longer 
need to provide a negative 
PCR test done 48 hours be-
fore boarding. 

Some foreign airline com-
panies have also returned to 

the Chinese market.
British Airways resumed 

its London-Shanghai route 
on April 24, becoming the 
first airline from the United 
Kingdom landing at Pudong 
international Airport in over 
two years.

“We are very proud to be 
able to reconnect the two 
great cities of London and 
Shanghai,” said Noella Ferns, 
Asia Pacific sales director 
with British Airways.

“in the future, we look 
forward to helping more pas-
sengers reunite with family 
and friends, pursue further 
education, and contribute 
more to promoting the re-
covery of the business and 
tourism industries.”

Currently, British Airways 
operates one round-trip per 
day between London heath-
row Airport and Shanghai 
Pudong international Airport, 
with BA169 and BA168.

the company plans to 
resume the Beijing-London 
route with four flights per 
week starting from June 3.

Virgin Atlantic, another 
airline company from the UK, 
officially resumed its London 
to Shanghai passenger flights 
earlier last month.

the route is operated by 

a Boeing 787-9 aircraft on 
a daily frequency, and the 
flight numbers for the round 
trip are VS250 and VS251.

the flight booking rate 
for Shanghai-London flights 
since the resumption has 
been approximately 70 
percent, according to Juha 
Jarvinen, chief commercial 
officer of Virgin Atlantic.

“We are pleased with these 
numbers, considering that 
ticket sales started just over 
two months in advance,” 
Jarvinen said.

Virgin Atlantic and China 
Eastern have reached coop-
eration, allowing passengers 
to exchange and save flight 
credits between the two 
airlines.

the company will also 
share terminals with China 
Eastern at Pudong airport, 
solving baggage transfer is-
sues for connecting flights 
and offering convenience to 
travelers.

Other European airlines, 
such as Lufthansa and Air 
France-KLM Group, have 
also resumed and increased 
flights between Shanghai 
and Munich, Shanghai and 
Paris, and Shanghai and Am-
sterdam, while upgrading 
their relevant services.

The stylish lobby of the newly renovated Shanghai Film Art Center. 
The film center, a cultural landmark in the city for over 30 years, will 
reopen on June 8 and serve as the main venue for the 25th Shanghai 
International Film Festival, which will run from June 9 to 18. — Ti Gong




